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 Term 4 
By Sarah Cornish                                                       

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Orange Group Concert Monday 10 December, 6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Green Group Concert Tuesday 11 December, 6:30pm – 8:30pm 
Last day of kinder – all 3 Year old groups Monday 17 December (concert & party) 
Last day of kinder - Orange Group  Tuesday 18 December  
Last day of kinder – Green Group  Wednesday 19 December 
Kinder clean-up day – all groups Thursday 20 December, 9:00am – 12:30pm 
Christmas Day Tuesday 25 December 

Possum Post 
WARRANDYTE AND DISTRICT PRE-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION INC. 

October 2018 
I don’t need to tell you the term is flying by! The final weeks of 2018 are here and it has been a great year. There are a few events coming up which the teachers have communicated to you, please make sure you add them to your diaries.   Thank you to those families who completed the Parent Survey. We conduct a survey each year to seek feedback from you with the aim of improving our programs and facilities. Results have come in and I briefly shared these at our Annual General Meeting last Monday. I will post the results up in the foyer for you to refer to and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask me.   Statement 11 of the Parent Survey, There are adequate traffic safety measures in place outside Warrandyte Kindergarten, continues to be our families’ number one concern and we have worked with Council this year and will continue to work with Council to express your concerns. In addition to new signage and arrows in the carpark put in place earlier in the year, the Council have agreed to place five bollards in front of the diagonal parking strip opposite the Senior Citizens Centre. This will provide further protection between the carpark spaces and the Kinder fence. If you have any ideas on how we can improve safety further, please contact me!   Finally, thank you to those families who attended our Annual General Meeting last Monday – a great opportunity to learn of our achievements this year both in and outside the classroom. Thank you to Ronnie and Lyn for putting in so much effort into their presentation, showcasing how our children have developed across the five learning outcomes of the Early Years Learning Framework. Our children are blessed to have you and our wonderful co-educators supporting their learning.  
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Important Information 

Working with Children Checks Warrandyte Kindergarten is very fortunate to have a large number of friends and family volunteer to help us with our activities at the kindergarten, including help during our kindergarten sessions. This involvement is something that we very much value as part of our kindergarten.  However, more helpers are always greatly appreciated!  All of our helpers require a Working with Children Check card.  If you do not have a card, it is a very easy process that is confidential and free. Step 1: Complete an online application form at www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au. Step 2: Finalise your application at an Australia Post outlet. This will include presenting one acceptable proof of identity document such as a driver’s licence or passport. Australia Post will take your photo for the card free of charge. If you need any further information or assistance in applying for a card, please speak to our Administration Officer, Carolyn Camm at admin.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au.  

 Poisonous Plants and Children  https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/safety/poisons/dangerous-plants  
 Australian Parenting Network Raising Children 

 raisingchildren.net.au  or https://www.facebook.com/RaisingChildrenNetwork   Sue Larkey  
 https://www.facebook.com/SueLarkeyTeacher/    

Resources for Parents 

October 2018 
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FUNDRAISING  
By the Fundraising Team 

A big thank you to all the families who supported our fundraising efforts at the IGA BBQ on Saturday 13 October. We raised a total of $550 which will go towards the purchase of new books and educational games for the children. We also had a very generous family pay for all the sausages, onions, bread and sauce – thank you!!   Thank you once again! 

2019 Kinder Committee of Management   
By Sarah Cornish  

I am very grateful to families who are volunteering their time next year to support our teachers. For families returning to Kinder next year, we still have a couple of positions available, please refer to the list on the Kinder door. Please have a chat with one of the teachers or a committee member if you want further information.   THANK YOU!  

 

THANK YOU to Ms Cheryl Miekle, Branch Manager of the Warrandyte Community Bank for participating in our AGM! Cheryl and her team generously donated over $6,000 to Warrandyte Kinder for our new interactive panel. The interactive panel will be used by both our teachers and children as well as for information sessions held at the Kinder.   
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  KINDER CLEAN UP DAY  
  Kinder Clean Up Day/Working Bee 
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REMINDER: We have the annual kinder clean-up day/working bee 
on THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER.   
It would be great if you could come down and help out for any 
amount of time that you can spare. The jobs aren’t too hard and will 
involve clearing and cleaning the kinder playroom, in readiness for 
2019.  
 
As this is also deemed a ‘working bee’, it will be your final 
opportunity to have your $150 fundraising/maintenance levy reimbursed straight into your bank account, just in time for 
Christmas shopping! 
 

October 2018 
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   Attendance We have had a low attendance in the first week back from holidays with an average of three to four children away from each session. Most children were absent due to illness, these have been gastric illnesses and respiratory illness. One child was hospitalised for three nights. We had one child away on a family holiday.  Families The last week of term saw us say goodbye to Keira and her family. The children made a card for Keira and because she loves puzzles so much we gave her a gift of a collage of the kinder photos which we turned into a puzzle.  Keira’s mum expressed her gratitude for all we have done for Keira and was sadden she was leaving the kinder. They are going to keep in touch with us via StoryPark to let us know how they have settled into their home in Queensland and to let us know when Kathleen has the baby. Our families also provided a gift for Michelle who was overwhelmed by their generosity.   Staff Michelle had her last day with us on the last day of term and Tania Mantovani joined us the first Friday back. After working with Michelle for almost three years it was terribly sad saying goodbye to her as a member of the three-year-old team and the children were sad to say goodbye to her too. We reassured them that they would get to see Michelle at the end of their sessions on Monday’s and Wednesday’s.  Tania was the three-year-old co educator before Michelle joined us and settled back into the kindergarten very comfortably. The children engaged well with her and her Bachelor training was a huge asset in the room as she scaffolded the children’s learning. I was absent the first day back, unfortunately, I needed to take carers leave.  Rhonda, Tania, Michelle, Fiona and I attended a Brain Gym PD that I had organised at our kindergarten on the 13th of October. The PD provided us with movements based on kinesiology that can be used with children and adults. The movements assist with wellbeing and learning.  Program On the last week of term, the children continued to make Michelle’s and Keira’s cards and a gift for Michelle. The children put a lot of thought into the comments they wrote and the pictures they drew. This allowed them to gain an understanding of the emotions they were feeling and express them. It also allowed them to show Keira and Michelle how much they cared for them and valued them. We spent the Monday of the last week of term at kinder where the children explored mathematical concepts with rice play. We continued with our social skills program using a ball game to practice waiting and turn taking. We are continuing with this in the fourth term as well using some fish the children made earlier in the year to play a fishing game that allows them to practice sharing, turn taking and waiting.  The following two sessions we used to spend special time with Michelle and Keira by participating in a Teddy Bear Picnic. The experience allowed the children to bring their special soft toy from home providing continuity. We walked to Stiggants Reserve. On the way, the children were able to practice the road safety  
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BLUE GROUP REPORT (3 year olds) By Lyn Di Giorgio, Certified Supervisor and Group Activity Leader 
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 rules we have been learning. They took in their surroundings looking at the different trees and flowers. Down by the river, we read a plaque that assisted us to reflect on Warrandyte’s Indigenous history. We recalled the information we had heard in Carolyn Briggs, Welcome to Country which informed us that Indigenous peoples in Melbourne and the surrounding areas wish for us to look after the land and the children of the land.   The children also had the opportunity to connect with people from our community and consider ways this area can be used. The children showed great respect for others as they watched people relaxing and playing music by the river. The children came across many dogs, which helped them practice responsible pet handling behaviours they had learnt with Roselie and Aurora. We also watched the water and compared the way it flowed on both days. We assisted the children to read safety signs. We observed a tree that had fallen and reflected on its size, the root system, why the tree had fallen and how it had now become a home for many little creatures that live near the river including mini beasts. On Wednesday after the picnic, the children had a play on the playground and we used the stage to play a freeze game and games with a parachute.  We were late getting out of the kinder on Friday, so with limited time, we played with the parachute where we had our picnic.   For the first week back from the end of term holidays we kept a simple opened program so we could reconnect with the children and find out their current interest. The children practiced turn taking as they played a building game. They also used this game to experiment with pattern and classifying.  A hospital set up supported dramatic play where the children were able to demonstrate their understanding of caring for others.   Their growing confidence in the outdoor area is seeing the children who do not normally challenge themselves outside start to take risk on the playground. Their comfort with the staff is allowing the children to request the support they feel they need to challenge themselves.  Last term on invitation Ryan Smith our local representative visited our kindergarten. Mr. Smith promised us that he would ask Georgie Crozier, the Shadow policymaker for families, children, and housing to attend our kindergarten so that we could provide her with an understanding of the need for governments to fund two years of kindergarten. Mr. Ryan and Ms. Crozier both attended our kindergarten on Friday the 12th of October and provided us with a chance to advocate for all children to be able to access early childhood education and care for two years prior to going to school. It allowed us to put forth our argument about the importance of accessing early interventions, to highlight the gaps in quality frameworks and workplace agreements due to no funding for three-year-olds and the advantages of early education in building social skills, resilience and cognitive skills and impact this could have on the Australian economy in years to come. 
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  Staff We have had all staff in attendance for our afternoon session. Rhonda and I attended a Brain Gym PD. We have been using some movements that were shown to us last year with the children to aid in listening and concentrating skills. The course allowed us to learn how to do these movements correctly and taught us others that will be helpful in supporting the children’s wellbeing and learning.  Program With the children not needing to sleep now we have been able to have a half an hour to forty-five-minute quiet time depending on the day and then spending the rest of the afternoon outside. We have found that the children are settling better in the afternoon when they are outside.  The outdoor program supports any learning and interest that has occurred during the morning as well as a mixture of planned teacher-initiated learning and emergent learning.  Along with the active outdoor play we are also providing quiet areas for the children who need some downtime. One of these activities has been bead thread. This experience was planned to help develop the children's fine motor skills and to build an understanding of pattern making.   The children have continued with their mural supported by Stephanie, Abbey’s mum they have been learning how to overlap confetti to make scales for their mermaid. Two of the children have used photography to add a crocodile to their artwork, this has allowed them to gain an understanding of different technological devices and the sand was patiently added by another child.  At the end of the last term, the children were still enjoying relaxing during their quiet time by singing the songs Inanay and Taba Naba both songs supported the children to gain Indigenous understandings and build listening and observing skills.  The actions to Taba Naba encouraged the children to cross their midline. Indigenous understandings are also being gained by singing the song Head Shoulders Knees and Toes in Bangarang. We are introducing one word at a time so far we have learnt head Po-ko and shoulders Gatirr.  The children really enjoy having a story read or told to them and we have continued to use their quiet time to do this. We used the children’s interest in football to read stories that provided an understanding of the importance of practicing to become successful at something and to provide an understanding of gender equality. This term they watched a YouTube video of a reading of the story Gilbert the Great supporting their shark interest. Their interest in football was supported with a Footy day which allowed us to provide the children with understandings of the diversity of culture. The children celebrated with traditional Aussie Rules footy foods for lunch. Two of our families come from New Zealand we were able to provide these children with a sense of identity by showing all the children a video of the All Blacks doing the Hakka    
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ORANGE GROUP REPORT (4 year olds) By Lyn Di Giorgio, Certified Supervisor and Group Activity Leader 
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 We have continued to use the last half an hour of the session to play group games. We have been playing Poison Ball, Chinese Whispers and a construction game which has been used to build understanding and skills of waiting, taking turns, fairness and listening.   Last term we observed some bees collecting pollen and nectar from some flowers which brought about a conversation about how honey was made. During the holidays I was able to purchase some beeswax filled with honey the children were able to use to observe how the bees fill the wax cells and then sealed them up with wax.  We have continued to use the Pebble Time Program to build social skills and to support the children with self-regulation. Last week an interest in sharks was initiated by one of the children’s show and tell. We used their sea interest to plan music and movement and a game. The children rowed their boats out to sea using the lycra as resistance, they then needed to show respect to other people’s belongings by borrowing the three-year-olds fish to sing all the fish are swimming in the water and play a fishing game. The game provided an opportunity for the children to practice the skills of waiting, turn taking and sharing.  Meditation has been used to help the children relax and to support the children to learn techniques to support positive thinking. Whilst listening to relaxing music the children concentrated on their breathing and imagined they were somewhere that made them happy.  When they had finished the visualisation the children shared with their peers what they had imagined.  The children had shown an interest in yoga, we supported their interest by participating in couples Yoga, which provided an opportunity for the children to learn to work together.  Late autumn and early spring is the time to plant potatoes. The lovely people at IGA donated some organic potatoes for us to plant in our potato bags. This experience allowed the children to reflect on how potatoes are grown and helped build fine motor skills as we planted them. The experience was supported by reading the story the potato people. This story demonstrated how plants are formed from potatoes shoots. The story also provides an understanding of a grandmothers love for her grandchild.  The children have continued to build their understanding of variance in weather by reading and recording the outside temperature and monitoring the amount of rainfall we have had. They have combined this with information they have gained by using their senses to consider whether the garden needs to be watered. The children have been using the garden to learn skills that are required so that our plants have a better chance of growing, such as removing snails and weeding. 
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   The last week of term saw us celebrating Footy Days!  What a great fun week!  We were able to celebrate many ball sports like Aussie rules, soccer, rugby, and so on.  The children accepted them all, with Ronnie not understanding some of them! We enjoyed listening and singing AFL team songs, plus watching the All Blacks perform the Hakka against the French Team - that was VERY exciting for us all to watch!   This last week, the first week of term 4, we were able to extend on our hospital and medical area, as some of our children had attended hospitals over the last few weeks.  This is a great way to demystify the process of hospital visits. The children are able to play out their fears, their concerns, and their sense of own importance as they get attended to by a myriad of ‘medical personel’!  Even our chefs cater amazing meals for our patient!!  A child who broke his leg and attended Kinder with his leg in a full plaster cast, whilst being in a wheelchair was once of the constant ‘patients’ in our ‘hospital’!!  He was able to add a lot to, scaffold,  the childrens’ experiences.    This had led on to our exploration of  the human anatomy…and some awesome experiments!! As we discuss what each major organ does, we also reflected on how we can keep each of these organs healthy. Quite a few parents made comments on how their child retold them about what they had learnt during the day.  This is so rewarding to hear this, and that our learning is benefitting many people. Thank you so much for letting us know this…it is very heartening.   We have also been exploring more about Springtime. This has been so easy to do with the most glorious weather that we have been having.  Everyone’s moods seem to lift when the weather is warmer!  

                                                                  
       
  

GREEN GROUP REPORT (4 year olds) By Ronnie Pedersen, Nominated Supervisor and Educational Leader 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH By Catherine Duncan 
                          Thai Red Curry Chicken 
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Committee 2018 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President Sarah Cornish president.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 0412 085 360 
Vice President Michaela Collins michaela.wilkins@yahoo.com.au  0413 183 610 
Secretary Esther Smith jakeandesther@yahoo.com.au  0407 363 293 
Treasurer Veronica Ernst treasurer.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 0417 176 972 

  
GENERAL COMMITTEE 
Assistant Secretary  Cristina Spykers c.iacobucci@bigpond.com  0408 210 277 
Marketing Coordinator Paul Stubbs pds.stubbs@gmail.com 0418 519 763 
Fundraising Coordinator – General  Andrea Hayes ahayes011@gmail.com 0402 414 332 

Fundraising Coordinator – Festival 
Karina Templeton   
Veronica Ernst treasurer.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 0417 176 972 

Fundraising Officers  

Cindy Harewood cindyjh@me.com  0412 999 747 
Stephanie Morgan stakona2003@yahoo.com.au  0409 932 052 
Cat Duncan cat_duncan1@yahoo.com.au  0402 424 544 
Kate Doyle katesummerfield@gmail.com 0487 345 150 
Niomi Stubbs niomistubbs@hotmail.com 0412 245 683 

 Deanna Whitehouse deajwhitehouse@hotmail.com  
Market Parking Coordinator Tanya De Kort tanya.dekort@svha.org.au  0411 234 920 

Maintenance Officer  Paul Morgan stakona2003@yahoo.com.au  0433 845 995 
Rod Longstaff jaystar33@hotmail.com 0408 989 425 

Festival Float Renee Bourke renee.campbell@gmail.com 0402 329 306 

Kitchen Garden Graham Hilton graham.hilton@hotmail.com  0400 057 554 
Millie Wells millie.cj.wells@gmail.com  0466 257 042 

3YO Group Parent Rep Jess Longstaff jaystar33@hotmail.com  0408 171 422 
4YO Group Parent Rep (Green) Kate Doyle katesummerfield@gmail.com 0487 345 150 
4YO Group Parent Rep (Orange) Alison Greig fry.alison.m@gmail.com  0430 670 465 
  


