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By Michaela Collins 

It is hard to believe that we are already more than halfway through the kinder year!  

 

We will soon be welcoming back our three year old group teacher Lyn Di Giorgio, from the amazing Euro-

pean adventure which she embarked upon as part of her long service leave. It has been lovely for our 

three year old group families to be able to follow Lyn and her husband's journey through photos on Face-

book and Storypark.  

 

Lyn's break has been very well earned as Lyn completed her four year Bachelor Of Early Childhood Teach-

ing earlier this year. We congratulate Lyn on this wonderful achievement and look forward to hearing 

more about her trip on her return!  

 

We will soon also be saying "Bon Voyage" to our four year old teacher Ronnie Pedersen. Ronnie has 

planned a long service leave break which is richly deserved after 31 years of teaching at Warrandyte Kin-

dergarten!  

 

Thank you to Lisa Galway for teaching our three and four year old groups during Lyn and Ronnie's absenc-

es and to Michelle, Rhonda and Fiona for their wonderful support in their Co-Educator roles.  

 

On behalf of our Committee of Management,  I would also like to sincerely thank Lisa Galway for the sup-

port which she has shown Lyn, Michelle and our three year old group families as our three year old group 

Co-Educator throughout Term one and two.  

 

A reminder to families that the deadline to return your enrolment acceptances and to pay deposits in or-

der to secure your child/ren's 2018 kinder place has passed, so if you have not yet done so, please finalise 

your acceptance this coming week.  

 

As we have expanded our kindergarten programs for 2018, we have limited places available so tell family 

and friends who have not yet submitted kinder enrolment applications to do so quickly in order to not miss 

out!  

 

Please read on for important Working With Children Check changes which apply to our valued kinder vol-

unteers.  
 

 

 Upcoming Events  
Sunday 13th August Working Bee 9.30am 

Saturday 26th August Trivia Night 



By Carolyn Camm 

Warrandyte Kindergarten is very fortunate to have a large number of friends 

and family volunteer to help us with our activities at the kindergarten, includ-

ing help during our kindergarten sessions. This involvement is something that 

we very much value as part of our kindergarten.  

 

Previously, most volunteers have been exempt from requiring a Working with Children checks. Howev-

er, legislative changes to be introduced from 1 August 2017 will require that friends and family mem-

bers who wish to volunteer at the kindergarten, such as grandparents, aunts and uncles, will now re-

quire a Working with Children Check.  

 

To implement these changes, Warrandyte Kindergarten will be requesting that all volunteering friends 

and family present their Working with Children Check card to our teachers when they arrive to help. A 

photocopy of this card will be taken and placed on file. Helpers will only need to bring their card 

along once.  

 

In addition, in order to ensure complete safety of all our children, and to meet the highest child safe 

standards, the Warrandyte Kindergarten’s Committee of Management has also decided that from 

the beginning of Term 1 next year, parents who wish to volunteer at the kindergarten will also be re-

quired to hold a Working with Children check.  

 

In order to obtain a Working with Children Check, please go to: 

 

www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au.  
 

You will need proof of identity documents to complete your application online which will then need 

to submitted to your nearest Australia Post office in person. There is no fee associated with the appli-

cation, and Australia Post will take your photo for the card free of charge.  

For further information regarding the Working with Children Check, please visit the above website or 

contact our kindergarten on 9844 3363.  

 

 

Working With Children Check (WWCC) 
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SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY 26th AUGUST 

 

Come along to our major fundraiser of the year… ‘Bring back the 90’s’ Trivia Night! Simply purchase 

your tickets via www.trybooking.com/RFWT and then pop your name down on the Table Sign Up 

sheet (sheets can be found in the kinder foyer) on any vacant spot. Alternatively, you can sign up a 

whole table if you'd prefer. Please provide names and one contact number per table. Looking for-

ward to seeing you there!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Major Fundraiser... 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FRFWT&h=ATPxudubsnv7oHNf4lVSICpAtINmdm41EjHukCF-778XWd3uUiRFJtyRKbojW90-V80kokxcIhVitqsKjqy0U_BnsAa1qB4TaKShfJSbRV7jw1nkdwbx64NgdTZTPb6mPvoCTM39aqJdbMA8-ZIi&enc=AZNCPQoh1LG9zjbQrTH5rNW8mE1M5sFMQt
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3 Year Olds 
By Lyn De Giorgio, Certified Supervisor and Group Activity Leader 

As Lyn DiGiorgio is currently on long service leave there is no formal report for the three year old group for 

this Possum Post edition. Our three year old families have received comprehensive reflection pieces writ-

ten by Lisa Galway through Storypark, which have kept families up to date with the fun, learning and ad-

ventures happening in our three year old group program. 

 

 
Save the dates... 



We are currently processing our kindergarten place acceptances for our 

three and four year old programs in 2018. If you know of family or friends who 

have not yet submitted an enrolment application for a kinder place next 

year; there is still time! Enrolment application forms are available through our 

website www.warrandytekindergarten.org.au or in our kinder foyer. 
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2018 Enrolments  

http://www.warrandytekindergarten.org.au


Only two weeks of the term of which to report on!   I think the term holiday 

break came at a very good moment, as quite a few of the children (and 

educators!) were quite tired and run down.  Hopefully with the 2 weeks break, all will have come back in 

a fresh manner, ‘ready to take on the world’! 

 

The children are really building on their friendships and developing a good sense of belonging to our 

group. Because of the beautiful sunny starts to our days (although still quite chilly), the children have 

been able to play outside for extended times, and so build on relationships with children that enjoy the 

same type of play…be it digging in the mud patch for gems and fossils, or playing ‘zombies’, or being 

creative with materials provided, or role play in the cubby, or playing footy or soccer, or using as much 

water as possible in the sandpit!!!! (and so on).   

 

Snipping at  lavender, mint, and parsley from the Kitchen Garden provided the children with not only fine 

motor practice, but also a sensory experience. The smell was also overpowering at times, but usually the 

lavender created quite a calming feel to the room!     

 

 

 

A visit from Murrindindee was a highlight of our last week, whereby he imparts some of his experience 

and knowledge of the Wurundjeri People. The children were very attentive and I hope they came away 

with the learning that will be lifelong. During the week the children created many things that would help 

with their understanding more.  They created an Aboriginal flag mosaic, which can be quite difficult for 

young children to maintain their interest in and to work out how to fit the squares into a confined area.  

They gained an understanding of the meaning behind the flags colours.  They also enjoyed making did-

geridoos; some made boomerangs; painting with earthy tones and lots of dancing…both to Aboriginal 

music and many other cultures music (Flamenco being one!). 

 

We are very lucky to also have Katie Taubert ‘pop in’ every now and then to play with the children.  

Katie is loved by all of the children…she has such a caring nature.  Katie helped the children to make 

yummy damper, using some of the herbs from our garden.  We will have to do this again some time! 

Yay…we picked our first crop of manderines…three! We were able to divided these up evenly amongst 

the children.  Did you know that each of these mandarines had 10 segments?   
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4 Year Olds 
By Veronica Pederson, Nominated Supervisor /Education Leader 
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Lisa and I set up a ‘snowfield’ in the imagination corner over the holidays, for 

the children to use in an imaginary way.  Unfortunately early in the week,  I 

needed some children to come out of that area, as they were showing little 

respect for the set up for others.  They will require to be more mindful before 

they go back in! This past week has shown us many inventive ways of com-

ing down a ski slope!!  The toboggan outside, as well as the children’s skis, 

also proved to be popular.  We are seeing many styles happening….potential Olympians in the mak-

ing???! 

 

The children experimented with dye and straws to make ‘puddle pictures’.  It is an amazing thing to ob-

serve the children trying to blow (and not suck) into the straw.  Some children have very little strength to 

move the dye across the page with just their breath.  We may have to work on this some more! 

Cutting out snowflakes proved challenging, but the children enjoyed this as each of their snowflakes 

were entirely individual (similarly to real snowflakes).  They enjoyed the challenge,   

and the sense of achievement as they opened up their creation.   

 

We also created some exciting experiments with the children to illustrate how water can change into ice 

through freezing, and how ice can melt into water through warmth.  The children’s amazement is always 

so joyful to watch….anything to do with science usually captures their interest immediately.  Using the 

rock salt on the frozen balls of ice also created many investigations and hypotheses as the children add-

ed dye to explore the tracks and cracks that resulted  from this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We offer our congratulations to Kerrie and Bobby on the birth of a little girl last weekend. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President Michaela Collins president.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 0413 183 610 

Vice President  Vanessa Green-
street 

vicepresi-
dent.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

0406 426 634 

Secretary  Melissa Baggoley secretary.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 0417 349 002 

Treasurer Veronica Ernst treasurer.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 0417 176 972  

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Assistant Secretary Katie Pelosi Market Parking Coordinator Isabella Van Dongen 
Fundraising Coordinator  

– General 
Esther Smith Maintenance Officer Leon Du Toit 

Fundraising Coordinator 

– Festival 
Ester Smith and 
Michaela Collins 

Festival Float Tony Hackett and  
Liam Baggoley 

Fundraising Officers Rachel Paul, Isabella Van Dongen, Rachael Banks, Brigid Linden, Tamara Kamphuis,  
Andrea Williams. 

PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 

3YO Group Parent Representative   Sarah  scornishsmith@gmail.com 

Katie Pelosi pelosi.katie.e@gmail.com 4YO Group Parent Representative   

For more information about Sensory Processing Disorder visit: 

https://www.google.com.au/url?
sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP_9vq_cvUAhXGer
wKHUEmCaAQjhwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inha.ie%2Fsensory-processing-disorder%
2F&psig=AFQjCNFT8T6nU5vHroPvjO7CBww88Dk7jw&ust=1498032938206809  

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP_9vq_cvUAhXGerwKHUEmCaAQjhwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inha.ie%2Fsensory-processing-disorder%2F&psig=AFQjCNFT8T6nU5vHroPvjO7CBww88Dk7jw&ust=1498032938206809
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP_9vq_cvUAhXGerwKHUEmCaAQjhwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inha.ie%2Fsensory-processing-disorder%2F&psig=AFQjCNFT8T6nU5vHroPvjO7CBww88Dk7jw&ust=1498032938206809
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP_9vq_cvUAhXGerwKHUEmCaAQjhwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inha.ie%2Fsensory-processing-disorder%2F&psig=AFQjCNFT8T6nU5vHroPvjO7CBww88Dk7jw&ust=1498032938206809
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjP_9vq_cvUAhXGerwKHUEmCaAQjhwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inha.ie%2Fsensory-processing-disorder%2F&psig=AFQjCNFT8T6nU5vHroPvjO7CBww88Dk7jw&ust=1498032938206809

