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  Welcome to your Kinder!  
By Sarah Cornish  
 A warm welcome to new families and welcome back to existing families of Warrandyte Kinder! I hope you are 
settling in well to the school year and are ready for a great 2018. Our Possum Post newsletter aims to provide 
you with information about what’s happening around the Kinder, updates and resources from our dedicated 
educators, social events, and diary reminders.  
First and foremost, we have a new Committee of Management who have enthusiastically offered to volunteer 
their expertise and time to support our educational programs, children and families. Thank you! I personally am 
grateful to Michaela Collins and the 2017 Committee for managing the Kinder so well and raising a significant 
amount of money through fundraising, which has enabled us to carry out some projects in 2018. The first is the 
completion of the new bike shed in the far right hand corner of the playground. From all reports, the teachers 
and children are enjoying this new space. Another result of fundraising for the Kinder is the purchase of three 
new IPADs for the new Early Learning Languages Australia (ELLA) application for our four-year-old groups. 
Ronnie will contact families about this exciting program over the coming weeks.   
We have a great team of educators at Warrandyte Kinder. Ronnie, Lyn, Rhonda, Michelle and Fiona are excited 
for the year ahead and looking forward to watching our children grow and develop, as I am sure you are too.  
There is a lot happening behind the scenes in preparation for our Kinder’s activities in the Warrandyte Festival. 
We offer a food stall over the weekend, with a lucky dip, and Kids produce stall on the Sunday, all to raise much 
needed fundraising dollars for our educational programs. If you would like to get involved, please sign up on the 
rosters in the foyer. 
Included in this newsletter is the list of our 2018 Committee. If you have any questions or ideas, please don’t 
hesitate to make contact with one of the team.   
 Upcoming Events  

3YO Family Night at Kinder Monday 5 March  
4YO Green Group Family Night at Kinder Tuesday 6 March  
4YO Orange Group Family Night at Kinder Wednesday 7 March  
Labour Day Public Holiday Monday 12 March  
Warrandyte Festival  Fri 16 – Sun 18 March  
CFA Information Evening: Fire ratings and warnings  Tuesday 27 March  
Good Friday Friday 29 March  
Term 1 Concludes Friday 29 March  
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   Warrandyte Festival 
By Andrea Williams   
With the Warrandyte Festival fast approaching the Fundraising Committee is  
collecting items for the lucky dip. Each year the lucky dip sells out and is a simple yet effective way to make a 
few extra $$ for our kinder. We would really appreciate any donations either new or in near new condition. 
Examples include: bracelets, necklaces, hair clips, bouncy balls, small play dough cups, small craft and stationery 
items, small figurines, cars etc. The collection box is in the kinder foyer and we will be collecting items until 
Tuesday 13th March. Donations do not need to be wrapped. Thanks to everyone who have already kindly 
donated!  
 
Warrandyte Kinder has strong working relationships with Warrandyte Community Bank (Bendigo Bank). We are 
looking for a volunteer to hold our banner in the Festival’s street parade on the Saturday morning, marching 
with the Bendigo Bank team. If you are interested in participating, please contact Andrea Williams.  
  
Friendly Reminders   
By Sarah Cornish  

 Please remember to apply sunscreen to your child prior to the session starting. You are welcome to use 
the pump available in the foyer.   

 Please be on time to collect your child. The half hour between sessions allows our educators to pack up 
and set up for the next session. You are welcome to catch up with families in the foyer or gated outdoor 
area at the front of the building.  

 Please remember to check for notices placed in your child’s pocket in the foyer, on the wall opposite 
the bathroom. 

  
THANK YOU!  
 
The Value of Play  
By Ronnie Pedersen  
I hope you enjoy reading this article which has been prepared for a child-care publication, however it is relevant 
to Kinders also.  The author, Anne Stonehouse has presented at many professional development sessions our 
educators have participated in.  
http://ncac.acecqa.gov.au/family-resources/factsheets/play.pdf 
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3 year-old report  
By Lyn De Georgio, Certified Supervisor and Educator  
This year we started kinder with Interviews and a modified program to assist in  
the children’s transition. We would like to thank all the families for attending the interviews. This was an 
important time to start to build relationships with both the families and the children and to gain valuable 
information to set individual goals and to help the children gain a sense of identity, so they would feel safe 
secure. 
The second week the children attended for one hour, in their core group. This provided us with the opportunity 
to have one on one time with each child and allowed the children to become familiar with us and the kinder 
environment. There were not many unsettle children and they were easily settled by their parents staying for a 
bit or by distraction with experiences within their interests. The kitchen garden also provided a nice quiet area 
where they could calm.  
This year we have extended our period of modified hours. The third week saw the children attend in their core 
groups again but this time for one, two-hour session. Having the smaller groups allowed us to continue to build 
our relationships with the children and for the children to familiarise themselves with the kindergarten 
environment without feeling overwhelmed. The longer period allowed the children to get used to being 
separated from their families for a longer period and gave us 
more to time to introduce kindergarten routines and rules.  
We have used The Goodbye song and Fuzzy the Clown to 
provide continuity from orientation day. The use of experiences 
the children had while supported with their families was to 
provide a sense of security. The tune of the Good Bye song has 
also been used as a Hello song, this allows the children to 
identify themselves within a group as well as learn the other 
children’s and Michelle, Rhonda and my names. This aids them 
to join in play with others and approach us with comfort.  We 
have combined the Hello song with the use of a ball which the 
children have really enjoyed and a couple of children have 
requested to play it again. 
We have been using reflective language to discuss play and behaviour so that the children take ownership of 
the rules and gain an understanding of consequences of unsafe play.  
We have kept a very simple program with experiences all within the children’s interests. As there are a couple 
of families with new babies and a lot of dolly play is happening in the home corner this week we introduced 
dolly washing.  We have had a family offer to support the baby interest by offering to show the children a baby 
being washed. We will use this to extend the children's learning once the children have settled in as a larger 
group. 
A lot of the children have been to the beach over the holidays and the children have been telling us about their 
experiences there, such as seeing crabs and fishing. We have used these interests to support literacy, reading 
the story, Looking for Crabs. The children have also been decorating fish which we are planning on using in the  
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3-year-old report continued from page 3  
 
coming weeks to support social skills through music and movement. 
Some of the children have been interested in spending time in the kitchen garden.  
Through their exploration of this area, they have been able to think about how  
plants need water to survive and how they can recognise when they need to water plants. They thought about 
sustainable practices as we caught water from a dripping tap in a can, then used the recycled water to water 
the plants. They also practiced the skills needed to wait, take 
turns and share. We were very proud of the way the children 
worked together and were considerate of each other. 
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4 year-old report  
By Ronnie Pedersen, Nominated Supervisor and Educational Leader  
Beginning the year with interviews and a modified program makes all the difference  
to gaining more of an understanding of the children and their family context, and having the children settling in 
well…and quickly.    
The shorter sessions have worked well when we had the hot weather, as the children tire very quickly with 
having to take so much new information in and forming (or re-forming) relationships with friends and 
educators.  We begin our full time program 19 February, so it will be interesting to see how the children (and 
staff!) cope.  
Having another Teacher come into the room midway through the day hasn’t ‘phased’ the Orange Group 
children.  Most of them are very comfortable with Lyn from last year.  It is wonderful to have another Educator 
to equally share the program, as it provides a myriad of possibilities for your children as, along with Rhonda, we 
bring different attributes to the program. The session progresses smoothly with this transition, and we sit down 
at the end of the session to critically reflect, to improve or extend on the development of our plans for the 
children. 
Thank you to all parents for providing such great snacks and lunches. It’s wonderful to see how many fruits and 
vegetables are being provided…great!!  At lunchtime, we try to ensure that the children eat their 
sandwich/sushi/roll/wrap/etc before they eat any of their other items!  ……although a few children have ‘flown 
under the radar’ and skipped their sandwiches!  They soon learn that they need to eat or they will not have the 
energy to last the session. This will be a ‘work in progress’!    
 As well as establishing or re-establishing relationships and reconnecting with the environment, we have been 
exploring the concepts of Summer, and beginning to investigate, and respecting the need to care for, the 
inhabitants of rock pools.  ‘Fishing’ has proven to be a particular favourite, as well as any play with water  
(indoors and outdoors)!  After the children in Green Group made 
jellyfish from recycled packing material and hung them from the 
verandah, both groups of children wanted to make their own 
jellyfish.  They look very much like the Rainbow Medusa Jelly fish 
in our book called “Swimmy”.  All of the jellyfish had their own 
personality, and the children were very particular about where 
they placed the tentacles.  Some spaced them evenly across the 
plate, whilst others wanted them all in one bunch.  Some 
children also took their time to decide where they would like to 
place the one or two sparkly silver tentacles for best effect!    
The children are exploring their ideas using imagination, 
creativity, and play.  They are persevering to complete a task 
and experience the satisfaction of achievement.  They are able 
to transfer knowledge from one setting to another in new 
experiences.  
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4-year-old report continued from page 5  
 
 
We are also beginning Classification experiences such as “stand up if you are  
a boy” (or girl), etc.  This may seem very basic to you, but to children it creates  
an understanding of order in their world.  We worked on this last week with  
looking for similarities and differences in experiences offered such as Fish ‘Snap’.  (Any game of ‘Memory’ – or 
Lotto - is also excellent for building these observation skills) 
As with any dynamics within a group, we are constantly reinforcing the ideas and  
understandings of the rights and responsibilities that are necessary for all children to  
have an equal and active participation within our group. Co-operating with others and negotiating roles and 
relationships in group play and experiences, is basic to human 
communication, and is therefore an ongoing process.  This 
doesn’t always come easily to some children and needs to be 
modelled and reinforced constantly. This will be ongoing 
learning throughout life!!!!! 
We set the room and playground up to cater for individual play, 
parallel play, and social play, to cater for the many 
social/emotional needs of the children.  Many sensory and 
investigative experiences are also offered to allow for children 
to actively explore different medium that they may relate to and 
relax with.  The children hopefully will also develop a greater 
respect and responsibility for the play equipment, materials, 
and environment.  
Outside play for some children is the crowning moment of their 
whole kinder experience for the day!! Cricket, building police stations, bike riding, dolly washing, amongst many 
others, have been a constant interest at this stage.  It is vital for staff to make definite safety guidelines for the 
children in the playground.  And the children have to realize that rules (boundaries) are made for a reason - 
usually in our case, it is for safety purposes.  
Our Kitchen Garden has been an amazing place of abundance this season, and the children have taken great 
delight in harvesting these…...although quite a few green tomatoes “Just fell into my hands, Ronnie!”  The 
children have been able to harvest, water, weed, cut herbs, feed the worms …such a lot of wonder to behold!  
The children will begin to cut up the tomatoes this week in preparation for making tomato chutney (Lyn’s 
nanna-in-laws secret recipe!!) for the Children’s Stall at the Warrandyte Festival.  I am glad that our parent 
helpers are beginning this week to assist with supervision!!!!! 
Thank you to everyone who placed their names on our rosters…. I am very impressed with your participation!    
The children really enjoy having you in their special place, and take great joy in introducing you to their friends 
and sharing experiences with you. Your assistance allows for better supervision and a greater opportunity for 
educators to attend closer to the children’s needs, as well as providing a valuable continuity between Home 
and Kinder. It also helps to foster richer relationship as educators and families get to know each other better…. 
which in turn can only create better outcomes for the children. 
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2018 Committee of Management 
 

  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President Sarah Cornish president.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au  0412 085 360  
Vice President  Michaela Collins michaela.wilkins@yahoo.com.au 0413 183 610 
Secretary  Esther Smith jakeandesther@yahoo.com.au  0407 363 293 
Treasurer Veronica Ernst treasurer.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au  0417 176 972  
GENERAL COMMITTEE 
Assistant Secretary Cristina Spykers Market Parking Coordinator Tanya De Kort 
Fundraising Coordinator – General Andrea Williams Maintenance Officers Paul Morgan Rod Longstaff  
Fundraising Coordinator – Festival Karina Templeton  Festival Float Renee Bourke  

Fundraising Officers Kate Doyle, Cat Duncan, Cindy Harewood, Stephanie Morgan, Niomi Stubbs, Karina Templeton, Deanna Whitehouse  
Marketing Officer  Paul Stubbs  Kitchen Garden Graham Hilton Millie Wells  

 
 

PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 
3YO Group Parent Representative   Jess Longstaff  jaystar33@hotmail.com    
4YO Group Parent Representative: long days    4YO Group Parent Representative: short days  

Alison Greig   Kate Doyle   (supported by Cat Duncan) 

fry.alison.m@gmail.com 
katesummerfield@gmail.com    

 
 


