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By Sarah Cornish 

Welcome back to Kinder! I hope you all enjoyed the holidays and are excited about seeing the learning 
and social developments of your child in Term 2. 

I would firstly like to thank all the families who participated in our Working Bee on Sunday. Your hard 
work is greatly appreciated and we are looking forward to welcoming new families to the Kinder on  
Saturday, showcasing our beautiful Kinder. The Committee has worked solidly in marketing this day and 
spreading the word about the programs and facilities on offer. If you have a Facebook account, can I 
please encourage you to find Warrandyte Kinder on Facebook and start following us? Photos and event 
posts are added to the page most days so you, your friends and family can connect with the Kinder com-
munity online. 

Thank you to Kate Taubert, a former Kinder parent, Kate Doyle and Vanessa Greenstreet for baking 100’s 
of Anzac biscuits for our Kinder families. I heard that the team worked on the weekend and into the night 
to get the biscuits ready for us and from all accounts, were delicious! Thank you! 

There is lots happening this term with Mother’s Day celebrations, class photos for our four year olds, our 
main Kinder fundraiser, Comedy for a Cause, and more! Check the Calendar of Events to mark these dates 
in your diaries. 

Sarah Cornish 
President 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Kinder Open Day Saturday 28 April 

Mother’s Day Sunday 13 May 

4-Year-Old Class Photos Tuesday 15 May 
Wednesday 16 May  
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 Reminder to all parents/family that a Working with Children Check (WWCC) needs to be complet-
ed prior to being on the parent helper roster for kinder duty. You can complete your WWCC 
online at: www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au  THANK YOU!  

 
 Put it in your diary, book the babysitter, Warrandyte Kinder is hosting a Comedy Night  

extravaganza! Including various support acts and an internationally touring comedian!!! There will 
be a Silent auction, kids artwork sale, raffle and prizes! See flyer for all the details. We'd love to see 
as many people as possible so bring your family and friends, but please note this is an 18+ ages 
event.  

 
When:    Friday 15th June, 7pm 
Where:  Warrandyte Sports Club  
Cost:    Tickets $35. Drinks at bar prices.  
Book via:  comedyforacause.net/WK  
 
Tickets are limited, first in best dressed!  
 
Hope to see you there!  
The Fundraising Committee  
 
 

Fundraising… 
By The Fundraising Team 

http://comedyforacause.net/WK


At the end of the term, Mattia moved to Perth to live. The children were able to express their 

care for him and their disappointment in seeing him go by making him a book of their artwork. 

Each child engaged in an art experience of their choice to create a picture. They thought about 

what colour paper Mattia would like his picture on and what message they would like me to 

write for them. We used the World globe to locate Australia and to provide an understanding of 

where Mattia was moving to and how far he will have to travel and how he was going to get 

there. The story Captain Kangaroo provided an understanding of what Mattia and other children 

who were travelling over the holidays were to expect on the aeroplane. 

We used Easter to provide an understanding of identity and diversity, as we took part in differ-

ent celebrations, such as biscuit making, egg dyeing, and an egg hunt. Oliver’s mum, Koula led 

the children in the biscuit making experience which provided a sensory experience where the 

children used their fine motor skills, creativity and imagination to form the biscuits. The egg dye 

supported understanding of chemistry as they noticed how the dye changed the egg, and how 

the water repelled from the wax, it also provided understandings of change of state as we dis-

cussed how the egg changed from a runny liquid state to hard matter after we cooked them in 

boiling water. The week prior to dyeing the eggs, the children were able to explore drawing with 

pastel crayons and the reaction of the dye on the wax of the crayons by drawing on and paint-

ing egg-shaped paper cutouts.  

The  Easter egg hunt supported identity and continuity as the children were able to engage in 

an activity that some would experience at home. This experience also provided us the oppor-

tunity to support the children to share, build disposition that allowed them to wait and helped 

them deal with disappointment when they found that some of the eggs had melted, this also 

prompted conversations in regards to change of state. The children made baskets for their 

eggs out of the artwork they had made by rolling paint with the golf balls the weeks prior. 

We continued to support the children's emotional well-being and literacy skills with the story 

The Owl Babies. The children have really enjoyed using the puppets and we will continue to 

use other puppets in music and movement and storytelling this term  

Jake’s mum, Sarah Kenshole, supported our music program by bringing in her guitar to play 

along with the children as they sang a couple of songs. Sarah supported a very important as-

pect of learning and that is developing positive dispositions to learning.  She explained how she 

is learning to play the guitar and it is ok for her to make a mistake as that is how we learn and 

we get better by practicing.  
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Three-Year-Old Report 
By Lyn De Giorgio, Certified Supervisor and Group Activity Leader 
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April 2018 
3 year old report continued from page 3....  

Vehicles are still a big interest; the children have continued to make their own vehicles out of box-

es. This interest has supported understanding of traffic rules as they children have used dramatic 

play to use traffic lights to stop traffic. Michaela, Bonnie’s mum supported them in the under-

standing that they had to stop to let emergency vehicles pass and Rhonda helped them under-

stand that they had to give way to pedestrians. We have been using a bus stop so that children 

can wait to take turns to have a ride in the wagon. Some of the children made a sign for the bus 

stop supporting their writing and literacy skills. Cylinders and pipes were placed near the cars 

and blocks to combine their interests in vehicles and construction and to allow them to experi-

ment with angles, direction, and speed. The children stacked the cylinders and filled them with 

the cars providing measurement and capacity understandings. This will be extended on this term 

with Wedgits. 

Farm animals are also a developing interest we have supported this with construction and wood-

en animals and the children have been using this experience to classify the animal. Coloured ani-

mal counters have also been used to build on their classify skills and colour recognition. 

The children have also been involved in starting to plan how we are going to celebrate Mother’s 

Day. They have been thinking of what presents their mum might like, we will use these ideas to 

come up with something exciting. 
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Four-Year-Old Report  
By Ronnie Pedersen, Nominated Supervisor and Educational Leader  

We have only had 1 week of Kinder since we last met, plus term holidays as well.  But there was so much hap-
pening!  Just as well we had a holiday break for all concerned so that we could ‘recharge our batteries’! 

Wow!  We had such an abundant crop of eggplants (or ‘aubergines’ as Michelle says they are called in England!), 
that we needed to harvest some before the holidays. The children went on a search…looking under the leaves 
and found many ‘treasures’!  We even saw some beautiful eggplant flowers which has very small ‘babies’ grow-
ing at the back of them!  The eggplants themselves were growing very strongly on the vine, so we had to make 
the decision as to whether we should twist them off the bush or cut them.  We all decided that it would be best 
for the plant if we cut the stem.  We harvested 3, so we could leave enough for the other two groups to use. 

After washing them, Michelle held it over the gas flame to ‘blister’ the skin.  After this, they were then put in the 
oven, along with some garlic cloves, to cook for a short time.  When they had cooled down, the children were 
then able to peel them…this was a very messy affair!!  Some of the children stayed only for a very short time!  
The children squeezed some lemon juice in, along with some spices, and then mashed it with a fork.  It was still 
a little too firm, so we then resorted to the stick blender!    

We then found some bread sticks and rice crackers in the pantry, and we used these with our Baba Ganoush at 
snack time.  YUM!!!  Some of the children were more interested in the crackers, so I suggested that they could 
only have this if they had some of the dip as well!  We had quite a few children come back for more!!!!The chil-
dren were able to recognize the contribution they made to our shared experience. 

The children conducted their own experiments with colour mixing after seeing it demonstrated last week.  The 
experimenting was more exciting for them than the actual colours that they created!!The children are very curi-
ous and enthusiastic participants in their learning are able to experiment with cause and effect. 

We practiced our Emergency Evacuation Drill for Green Group…Orange Group will be doing this early in the next 
term.  The children had to listen to where the sound of the whistle came from and hurry to that area.  We then 
gathered at an exit (the children were shown what these look like and how they are at every point of exit from 
the building…I also told them to look for them at shopping centres!), and moved quickly out of the building, 
through the gate and down on to the northern oval.  And what can we do with all that empty space?????   
RUN!!!!!!The children use their sensory capabilities and dispositions with increasing integration, skill and pur-
pose to explore and respond to their world. 

On a very warm afternoon, at the end of our session Andrea (Darcie’s Mum) gave the children a visualization 
exercise to relax the children.  With some calming music on in the background, Andrea got the children to do 
some regular deep breathing, then become mindful of their hands and fingers.  She then moved on to get the 
children to be mindful of other body parts.  As they became attuned with their body, she had them lay down 
and with a very calm, soothing voice, encouraged them to think about a nice safe place that they enjo…eg the 
beach.  The children responded really well to this, and it did calm them considerably prior to going home!      

Lyn is following on with this in Orange Group as well, and it is a delight watching how the children go from being 
quite fidgetty lying down, to graduallly becoming very calm.  What a great life skill they are learning!! 

The children were soooo good at coming when we asked them to make their Easter baskets for the following 
week.   The children did a great job, and there was a lot of excited chatter about the coming celebration.This 
also enables the children to explore the diversity of culture, heritage, background and tradition and that diversi-
ty presents opportunities for choices and new understandings 

Gabi and his Dad, Graham, brought along some of their special friends…a male and a female Bearded Dragon! 

They gave us all lots of information and it was fantastic to be able to hold them.  The skin of these lizards was 

amazingly soft, even though they look very ‘prickly’.  



Gabi and his Dad must looked after the Bearded Dragons really well, because they looked 
very healthy.  We are lucky to have a kinder family who is so well resourced in the natural 
kingdom for us to share!!  Thanks Graham and Gabi. 

We were also very lucky to be invited over to Andersons Creek Primary School for the ‘Mini Fest’, to    participate 
with the school children to feel the sense of being part of the community of Warrandyte. It was intimidating at 
first, but once our Kinder Kids watched the Big Kids perform, they were quite keen to get up on the stage and sing 
“We are the Kinder Kids”!  Mrs Dyos asked Miles to come up and introduce our act, and he did a marvelous job. 
We were asked to do an encore, but this time with the aid of the microphone!  Much better! The children were 
so composed as they sang…maybe we can audition for Australia’s Got Talent!We then watched the remaining 
marimba performances (which were amazing!), before  going home.   What a great afternoon!  The children are 
feeling recognised and respected for who they are, and beginning to recognise that they have a right to belong to 
many communities. 

The children were so keen to decorate their boiled egg with oil pastels.  When the children decided which colour 
dye bath that they would like their egg placed in, they were able to observe how the dye was resisted where the 
oil pastel was. The designs that the children created looked fantastic!.......If the eggs remain uncracked, they will 
last for many weeks! The children are able to manipulate objects and experiment with cause and effect, and  trial 
and error.  They then made a basket to hold their eggs.   The children made the whole basket themselves. first 
sponge-painting the cardboard, then adding handles, and their cut out bunny, (some children were wanting to be 
very particular with their cutting, whilst others just wanted to get the job done as quickly as possible to get back 
to their play!!), as well as adding the cotton tail!  The colourful tissues are what was used to dry the eggs after 
they had been in the dye bath.   Then the Hunt was on…….the children took great delight in finding the eggs that 
Easter Bunny had left behind.  They were very conscious of putting them in the collective basket for all to share.  
Some children helped others who had difficulty finding the eggs. What great empathy was illustrated!   

The children are really enjoying engaging with the ELLA language program.  When one child sits with the IPad, 
others just zoom in and participate as well, but at the same time allowing the nominated child the right to manip-
ulate the program. The children are cooperating with others and negotiating roles and relationships in play epi-
sodes and group experiences 

As you can also see with the room setup, we are beginning to explore the concept of Autumn.  There will be 
many classification and seriation experiences for the children to explore in the coming weeks 

The children are also still reflecting on the very old story of “Caps For Sale”, and continually wanting to challenge 
themselves to balancing bean bags on their head as they move to the bathroom.  We have scaffolded this to now 
include balancing the bean bag on any part of the body, and also to do some crossing the midline experiences.  
Using exercises of any kind to cross the midline (imagine a line drawn down the centre of your body, from the top 
of your head down to your feet)  is extremely important for young children as this works both sides of the brain. 
It is using the different functions of both halves of the brain to work together in an optimal way.  Once these neu-
ral pathways are made, they are usually permanent.  The more exercises done with this the better….even simple 
things like painting with very large arm movements crossing from one side of the paper to the other without 
swapping hands, or even the old fashioned touching the toes on the opposite side of the body.  How easy is this?  
Let’s do a lot more! 

 

“If a child avoids crossing the mid-line, then both hands tend to get equal practice at developing skills and the 
child’s true handedness may be delayed. This means that once a child starts school, learning to write is much 
more difficult when they  have two less skilled hands rather than one stronger, more skilled (dominant) hand. 
Difficulty crossing the mid-line also makes it difficult to visually track a moving object from one side to the other 
or track from left to right when reading, meaning reading can also be delayed.”https://
childdevelopment.com.au/areas-of-concern/fine-motor-skills/crossing-the-bodys-midline/ 
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4 year old report continued from page 5....  

https://childdevelopment.com.au/areas-of-concern/fine-motor-skills/crossing-the-bodys-midline/
https://childdevelopment.com.au/areas-of-concern/fine-motor-skills/crossing-the-bodys-midline/


Page 7 

April 2018 

Important Dates 2018 

April May June 

28 April: Kinder Open Day 9 May: 3YO Mothers Day Celebra-
tion* 
10 May: 4YO Mothers Day Celebra-
tion* (Orange) 
11 May: 4YO Mothers Day Celebra-
tion* (Green) 
11 May: 3YO Mothers Day Celebra-
tion* 
13 May: Mothers Day 
15 & 16 May: 4YO Photo Day 
20-26 May: Education Week 
21 May: 4YO Thingle Toodle Road 
Safety (Green) (12pm) 
22 May: 4YO Thingle Toodle Road 
Safety (Orange) (10am) 
*during session; times to be con-
firmed 

5 June: 4YO Dinosaur Diggers 
(Orange) 
6 June: 4YO Dinosaur Diggers 
(Green) 
11 June: Queen’s Birthday Public 
Holiday 
15 June: Kinder Fundraiser—Comedy 
for a Cause 
26 June:  4YO Wildlife Xposure 
(Orange) (9.30am) 
27 June: 4YO Wildlife Xposure 
(Green) (9.30am) 
29 June: Term 2 Concludes 

July August September 

16 July: Term 3 Commences 
22 July: Working Bee 

5 August: Kinder Disco 
13 August: 4YO Murrindindee Incur-
sion (Green and Orange Groups) @ 
1pm—2pm in Church Hall 

Kinder Fathers Day Celebrations 
(dates TBC) 
2 September: Father’s Day 
12 September: 4YO Utassy Ballet 
Excursion (Orange and Green 
Groups) 
21 September: Term 3 Concludes 
 

October November December 

8 October: Term 4 Commences 
13 October: Warrandyte IGA Fundraising 
BBQ 
19 October: Working Bee 

Family Portraits (dates TBC) 
6 November: Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday 

21 December: Term 4 Concludes 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President Sarah Cornish president.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au  0412 085 360  

Vice President  Michaela Collins michaela.wilkins@yahoo.com.au 0413 183 610 

Secretary  Esther Smith jakeandesther@yahoo.com.au  0407 363 293 

Treasurer Veronica Ernst treasurer.warrandyte@kindergarten.vic.gov.au  0417 176 972  

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Assistant Secretary Cristina Spykers Market Parking Coordinator Tanya De Kort 

Fundraising Coordinator 
– General 

Andrea Williams Maintenance Officers Paul Morgan 
Rod Longstaff  

Fundraising Coordinator 
– Festival 

Karina Templeton  Festival Float Renee Bourke  

Fundraising Officers Kate Doyle, Cat Duncan, Cindy Harewood, Stephanie Morgan, Niomi Stubbs, Karina 
Templeton, Deanna Whitehouse  

Marketing Officer  Paul Stubbs  Kitchen Garden Graham Hilton 
Millie Wells  

PARENT REPRESENTATIVES 

3YO Group Parent Representative   Jess Longstaff  jaystar33@hotmail.com     

Alison Greig 
 
Kate Doyle  (supported by 
Cat Duncan) 

fry.alison.m@gmail.com 

katesummerfield@gmail.com  

 

4YO Group Parent Representative: long days  
 
4YO Group Parent Representative: short days  
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